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train control, or cab signal system or 
other similar appliance or device; 

(2) The decrease of the limits of a 
block signal system, interlocking, traf-
fic control system, automatic train 
stop, train control, or cab signal sys-
tem; or 

(3) The modification of a block signal 
system, interlocking, traffic control 
system, automatic train stop, train 
control, or cab signal system. 

(b) [Reserved] 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2130–0042) 

§ 235.6 Expedited application for ap-
proval of certain changes. 

(a) Qualifying changes. A railroad 
may seek approval under this section, 
instead of under §§ 235.5 and 235.9–235.20 
of this chapter for the following 
changes: 

(1) Modification of a signal system 
consisting of the installation, reloca-
tion, or removal of one or more signals, 
interlocked switches, derails, movable- 
point frogs, or electric locks in an ex-
isting system directly associated with 
the implementation of positive train 
control pursuant to subpart I of part 
236 of this chapter, if the modification 
does not include the discontinuance or 
decrease of limits of a signal or train 
control system. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(b) Procedure of expedited application. 

(1) To seek approval under this section, 
a railroad shall provide a notice and 
profile plan for the proposed modifica-
tion to the FRA Regional Adminis-
trator having jurisdiction over the af-
fected territory. 

(2) Simultaneously with its filing 
with the FRA Regional Administrator, 
the railroad shall serve, either by hard 
copy or electronically, a copy of the 
notice and profile plan to representa-
tives of employees responsible for 
maintenance, inspection, and testing of 
the affected signal system under part 
236 of this chapter, as well as rep-
resentatives of employees responsible 
for operating trains or locomotives in 
the affected territory. 

(3) The railroad shall include in its 
submission to the FRA Regional Ad-
ministrator a statement affirming that 
the railroad has complied with the re-
quirements of paragraph (b)(2) of this 

section, together with a list of the 
names and addresses of the persons 
served. 

(4) In response to receipt of a notice 
and profile plan under paragraph (b)(1) 
of this section, the Regional Adminis-
trator shall in writing deny or approve, 
in full or in part, and with or without 
conditions, the request for signal sys-
tem modification. For any portion of 
the request that is denied, the Regional 
Administrator shall refer the issue to 
the Railroad Safety Board as an appli-
cation to modify the signal system. 

(5) A railroad may rescind its appli-
cation to the Regional Administrator 
and submit an application under §§ 235.5 
and 235.9–235.20 of this chapter at any 
time prior to the decision of the Re-
gional Administrator. 

(c) The resultant arrangement of any 
change under this section shall comply 
with part 236 of this chapter. 

[79 FR 49715, Aug. 22, 2014] 

§ 235.7 Changes not requiring filing of 
application. 

(a) It is not necessary to file an appli-
cation for approval of the following 
discontinuances: 

(1) Removal of block signal system, 
interlocking, traffic control system, 
automatic train stop, train control, or 
cab signal system from track approved 
for abandonment by formal proceeding; 

(2) Removal of devices and associated 
signals used to provide protection 
against unusual contingencies such as 
landslide, burned bridge, high water, 
high and wide load, or tunnel protec-
tion when the unusual contingency no 
longer exists; 

(3) Removal of an interlocking where 
a drawbridge has been permanently 
closed by the formal approval of an-
other government agency; or 

(4) Removal from service not to ex-
ceed 6 months of block signal system, 
interlocking, or traffic control system 
necessitated by catastrophic occur-
rence such as derailment, flood, fire, or 
hurricane; or 

(5) Removal of an intermittent auto-
matic train stop system in conjunction 
with the implementation of a positive 
train control system approved by FRA 
under subpart I of part 236 of this chap-
ter. 
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